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party. For the time being the Whigs were kept
together only by their family and social traditions.
Though they disagreed on every political issue, they
continued all the same to marry one another's
daughters, to dine at Holland House and to spend their
leisure hours at Brooks's. These practices however,
delightful though they might be, were not in them-
selves enough to supply the want of a faith or a leader.
Gradually party spirit weakened, party organization
disintegrated; till by 1809 it had become such a smoky
confusion of shifting opinions, bickering factions, and
competing individuals.as to plunge the unfortunate his-
torian, who tries to disentangle it, into baffled despair.
Three groups dominated the general chaos: the
Grenvillites, the Foxites, and the Mountain. Of these
the Grenvillites, composed of the powerful Grenville
family and their hangers-on, represented Whiggismin
its strictly dynastic aspect. They abhorred change as
much as the Tories; from whom they differed mainly
in their conviction that only the great Whig families,
and more especially the Grenville family, had die right
to govern England. The Foxites, on the other hand,
led by Lords Holland and Grey, regarded themselves
as the repository of the pure milk of Whig doctrine.
Academic, intransigent, and tremendously aristocratic,
they rejected all proposals not in accordance with the
principles of Charles Fox; scorned economics; ap-
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